743

COMMISSIONERS C77JRT
REGIILAR SESSION

The Hunt County Commissioners Court met this day at 10:00A.M. with all
Commissioners present with Judge Joe Bobbitt presiding. Minutes of the previous
meeting were approved as submitted.

OLD BUSINESS:

On the motion by Phillip Martin, second by Ralph Green, the Court authorized the
County Auditor to seek RFP proposals for the financing of the Johnson Controls Project
in the amount of $1,416,000.00. The Court further stipulated anyone submitting
proposals must have at least (1) energy finance management on their history. The Court
agreed to combine the amounts, but leave the prior 7 year old amount on (1) payment
schedule; the new amount would be a full 10 year payment, to allow the County a lesser
interest rate. The Court noted the parking lot is not included at this time.

NMEW BUSINESS:

On the motion by Judge Bobbitt, second by Kenneth Thornton, the Court
approved the Racial Profiling Report for 2003 presented by Chief Robert White of the
Sheriff’s Department. Chief White stipulated the Motor Vehicle Department has no way

to break down statistics on White and Hispanics. See Attachment.

On the motion by Judge Bobbitt, second by Green, the Court approved the
proclamation stating “National Agriculture Week” will be March 14" — 20%. 2004 in

Hunt County. See Attachment.

On the motion by Martin, second by Latham, the Court a) ‘oved the new
appointment of Mary Lou Holly to the Hunt Countv Child Protective Services Board at

the request of Connie Bond.

On the motion by Martin, second by Latham, the Court approved request of David
Caldwell with the Hunt County Committee on Aging for donation of 2 retired Sheriff’s
vehicles for delivery of meals (approximately 250 home meals each day). The Court
stipulated reimbursement must be made to the maintenance department for any repair

fees on each vehicle. After the discussion, the Court amended their first  >tion —
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On the motion by Martin, second by * itham, the Court approved donation of 4

retired Sheriff’s vehicles to the Committee on Aging. with the above listed stipulation.

On the motion by Green, second by Thornton, the Court approved 800 ft of dirt to
rock upgrade on CR2708 in Pct 2. Commissioner Green stated money has been

deposited into Escrow Account.

On the motion by Martin, second by Latham, the Court approved request of
GEUS Electric to build electrical facilities down CR 3313 in Pct 3 with the usual

stipulations.

On the motion by Latham, second by Martin, the Court approved 300 ft of dirt to
rock road upgrade on CR 4426 in Pct 4 with the usual stipulations. Commissioner

Latham stated money has been deposited into Escrow Account.

On the motion by Green, second by Martin, the Court approved option of
payments of fines, court cost, and warrant fees for all Justice of the Peace Courts to be
paid through a credit card payment program with Certified Payments, Inc. The cost for
this service will be paid by the user, with no cost to Hunt County. JP — Erwin advised the
Court no clerk will handle the credit card, process to be done by the user, additionally, no
cas.. refunds to be made, credit to be applied to credit card only. This will be a big asset
to these offices, as well as a time saver. Payments can be made on the internet or at a
payment computer set up in these offices. Judge Erwin stated his employees will be
required to have training to allow them to be able to download the tickets each morning,
once this is completed, the disposition can be sent to Austin each day or to the Court of
Administration. The Court stipulated this service is being approved for all JP’s, but each

elected official must decide when their office is ready to use this service.

On the motion by Judge Bobbitt, second by Green, the Court approved an
extension of a 30 day notice to all of our school districts to come up with a cooperative
agreement to utilize this building. Agreement was made by the _ourt to request a Letter

“C iitment with a Compreh  "ve Plan from all the School Districts on the inteni |
use of this building. The Court also need to know how many school districts are going to
actively participate in funding this endeavor. Judge Bobbitt stated we will schedule a

meeting in 30 days. Several interested parties were present for this agenda item —
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Graham Sweeney with Boles 1SD, Charlie Patterson, Terry Driggers — Flying D
Auctioneering, R J. Smith, Mr. Manning-Higgenbotham Auctioneering and Frank Janda
— Real Estate Agent. Commissioner Green ask if Charlie Patterson & Terry Driggers
could give us an idea of what this building might be worth — agreement was made to do
this to help make a decision on this building. Commissioner Green stated we need to
justify what we do with this building, we need to give to all ISD’s, not just one. We
represent the County, we’re talking about County monies, or probable money that would
come to the County. We will have to justify not getting that money in. If we can give it

back to all taxpayers, through some service, such as all the [SD’s that would be best.

On the motion by Judge Bobbitt, second by Martin, the Court approved
appointment of Commissioner Jim Latham to the Citizens Advisory Panel for Public

School Finance.

On the motion by Green, second by Martin, the Court approved amendments to
the County Budget for FY 2003-2004, with the exception of Commissioner Latham
request to purchase a $180,000.00 motor grader. Several Commissioners stated they
were not in favor of approving this request due to a precedent already set in another Pct.
The Court felt it would be best to wait until Budget time and not go above current
budgetary authority. Therefore, the Court and Commissioner Latham agreed to drop
request.

‘Discuss & possibly take action on approval of continuing education hours for

Commissioners Pct 1 thru 4. The Court agreed to place this item on OLD BUSINESS

next Court.

On the motion by Martin, second by Latham, the Court approved sale of Jail
Equipment (double stacked beds from the temporary jail facility, urinals purchase 10-12
years age for Juvenile Detention when located on the 6" floor and spare lights left off the
Jail Project) to Van Zandt County for the amount of $2,240.00. Agreement was made by
the Court for Van Zandt County to pick up this equipment.

HEAR AND DISCUSS REPORTS:

Mr. And Mrs. Abundiz of 444 CR 2146 were present in Court. Judge Bobbitt advised

this family that Explorer Pipeline has donated $5,000 as a gift to allow this road to have
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JOE A. BOBBITT

HUNT COUNTY JUDGE
(903) 408-4146 Proclamation
(903) 408-4299 Fax
Whereas, The week of March 14 to 20", 2004, is NATIONAL AGRICULTURE WEEK IN TEXAS, as proclaimed by
Texas Agriculture Commissioner Susan Combs

Whereas, agriculture starts with the growing and harvesting of food and fiber and ends with almost everything we eat,
wear and use, and

Whereas, we all must appreciate the role agriculture plays in providing a sage, abundant and affordable food, horticulture
and fiber supply now and for years to come, and

Whereas, increased knowledge of agriculture and nutrition allows us to make healthier food choices for ourselves and for
our families, and

Whereas, Texas agriculture is not just producing abundant food, horticulture and fiber, but is producing higher quality
items that continue to meet the ever-inereasing needs of consumers throughout Texas and around the world, and

Whereas, Texas agriculture produces whole some nutritious foods that give us a multitude of healthy menu choices and
access to fresh meat, grains and produce, and

Whereas, I'exas agriculture builds upon centurics of progress by making constant advances in science, research,
technology, production and marketing to meet changing consumer demands. and

Whereas, the Lone Star State leads the nation in the number of farms and ranches, with almost 80 percent of the land
involved in some form of agricultural production — including livestock, crops, aquaculture, horticuiture and forestry, and

Whereas, Texas agriculture produces large quantities of high quality food and tiber, and plays a major role in health and
nutrition as well as in water conservation, rural economic developient. global trade and the preservation of the
environment, and

Whereas, an awareness of the impact that agriculture has on our daily lives helps us understand the vital stake that we ail
have in Texas™ second largest industry, and

Whereas, agriculture plays a key role in the lives of everyone in this country. Now. therefore

Be 1t Resolved. that the Commissioner™s Court of Tlunt County declares this National Agriculture Week in Hunt County.,
and '

Be it Furthermore Resolved, that Hunt County Commissioners Court urges everyone in our area to learp more about the
role of agriculture here, share that knowledge with the young people in our area, and recognize the farmers, ranchers and
their families who contribute so much to this country. this state, this nation and the wg

Therefore. In Official Recognition Whereof, I, the undersigned do hereby affix my i

Hunt County Judge






